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This became Jim’s community. He had to learn 
what part he played as a member. The employment 
specialist who coached Jim, and his co-workers, were 
vital components of this job. The employment specialist 
stayed with Jim for the first three weeks, day and night. 
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Benefits Programs. Information is offered on Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability Income 
(SSDI). Major emphasis is placed on two work incentives: 
mainly PASS (Plans for Achieving Self Support) and IRWE 
(Impairment Related Work Expenses). 
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Recreation is also a vital piece to sound transition 
planning. At our local YMCA, Christopher is learning 
about fitness and exercise, making friends, and being 
supported by the coach, just as any other member who 
attends. 
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